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Frequently Asked Questions

What is Midwest Youth Team Tennis?
Midwest Youth Team Tennis is the largest youth tennis program in the Midwest for kids 5-10 years old. It has been developed to give children the opportunity to play tennis as a team sport just like other youth sports. The Midwest Youth Team Tennis program uses a modified format called QuickStart Tennis. Everyone plays, everyone has fun, and everyone wins!  Visit www.midwestteamtennis.com for more details.
What is Quickstart Tennis?

The QuickStart format includes modified, age appropriate 36’ and 60’ courts,

racquets and tennis balls. It allows for even the youngest participants to establish control and rally during their matches.  For more information, please visit www.quickstarttennis.com
Who can run a Midwest Youth Team Tennis program?

A summer program must be run by a USTA registered Community Tennis Association that has a strong commitment to running Midwest Youth Team Tennis.  A fall, winter or spring program may be run by any USTA Member Organization.  This would include community tennis associations, parks, YMCA’s, Indoor Tennis Clubs, schools, etc.  

What is the first step in starting a Midwest Youth Team Tennis program?

The community tennis association or program organizer must complete a bid application and have it approved by the USTA/Midwest Section program review committee.  Upon approval a step by step timeline will be followed until the completion of the program.
When can I run a program and how long does it have to be? 

Midwest Youth Team Tennis may be run anytime throughout the year.  Typical programs go one or two nights a week or weekend.  They should last between 6-8 weeks.  

What is the cost ?

A first year program being run by a Community Tennis Association must charge at least $55 per child.  The $55 per child will be kept by the USTA/Midwest Section to cover all program expenses.  Anything over $55 per child will be returned to the organization running the program.  A renewing program or a fall, winter or spring program may choose a $45 per child package.   This package will not include nets.   $45 per child will be kept by the USTA/Midwest Section and anything over $45 per child will be returned to the organization running the program.  

What does an organization receive for running the program?
The $55 per child package will include the participant package (see below) and the program will receive three nets per 12 (eight and under) children.  They will also receive two balls per child, up to 5,000 promotional flyers, coaches training, and opportunity to apply for grants.   This also includes many hours of assistance from our Tennis Service Representatives.  The $45 per child package will include all of the above except for the nets.  
What does a child receive for their registration fee?

Each child will receive 6-8 weeks of practices and match play.  They will also receive an age appropriate racquet, team uniform, foam or low compression ball, Ace’s Kids Club package including various child appropriate items and a USTA Jr. Membership.  Second year players may choose to receive a bag instead of a racket.
What is the money the organization receives back used for? 
This may be used for many things.  Scholarships, program coordinator stipend, facility upgrades, additional equipment, volunteer gifts, advertising, etc.  
How do players register?

Parents may register their children at www.midwestteamtennis.com    
Does each child play?

Yes, much like Little League Baseball or Youth Soccer each child will be put on teams based on age and school.  They will practice and play with other teams from the community with a volunteer coach for each team.
How do you put kids on team and order uniforms?
Each program organizer will receive a log in and password to access reports on the registration system.  These reports will show all of the player info filled out during registration.  Each of the players should be grouped by ages and then by the school they attend.  A player may also request to be on a team with a friend or sibling.  Request should be granted if it is possible. Teams should consist of an average of six players per co-ed team.   On the uniform order form you will see there are eight team names and four colors.  The order form should then be filled out and faxed or e-mailed to the USTA/Midwest Section Jr. Team Tennis Coordinator.
How do we schedule a volunteer coach training?

Go to www.partners.quickstarttennis.com.  Click on coaches and then training.  Download the workshop application and fax to the USTA National Office.  The training is three hours and is run by a USTA National Trainer.   Each participant will also receive practice plans to help them throughout the season. 

How do we promote the program?
The USTA/Midwest Section will provide each program up to 5,000 flyers depending on the number of elementary students.  The program organizer will need to submit the flyer order form to the USTA/Midwest Section.   It is a good idea early on to approach the schools in your community to find out what their flyer policy is.  Assemblies are also a good way to get kids excited about the program before the flyers go out.  A press release is sent to the local newspaper.  A personal contact can be very helpful in getting free advertising.  Other ways you can promote the program are by posters, yard signs, banners, churches, neighborhood newsletters, and Block Party registration nights.

Can a player receive a refund?
If there is a conflict and a player after registering can no longer participate they may receive a full refund.  They must contact the USTA/Midwest Section Jr. Team Tennis Coordinator before the program starts.  No refunds will be given after the first night of the program.  

What do we do if it rains?  

Each program should have a rain policy that is explained to the parents the first night of the program.  You may add an extra night to the end of the program or when scheduling your season build in a rain makeup day.   
· Please be sure to contact your State Tennis Service Representative to help guide you through the formation of a Midwest Youth Team Tennis Program. 
